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ANNOTATION:

The scientist and popular writer Robert Desowitz calls malaria 'the oldest

emerging disease'. Malaria is certainly old: the written records of the earliest

human civilizations describe the distinct periodic fevers. From the vantage

point of populations suffering under the burden of malaria, the thought that

malaria might also be emerging or re-emerging is frightening but

accurate. Despite its already enormous toll of human suffering, deaths due to

malaria are increasing. A major factor contributing to the resurgence of

malaria is drug resistance. For 50 years after its discovery, chloroquine was a

cheap, safe, and effective oral drug for malaria in Africa. In many parts of

Africa, chloroquine is no longer effective because of chloroquine-resistant

parasites that are spreading rapidly throughout the remainder of the

continent.


