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Artemisinin combination therapies
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Global mortality from Plasmodium falciparum malaria has always been enormous, and has
increased in recent decades as chloroquine-resistant parasites spread worldwide. Alarms were
raised further when parasites devel oped resistance to sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine soon after it
was introduced to replace chloroquine in many areas. To protect the few remaining drugs in the
malaria armamentarium, combination therapy is now touted, particularly combinations that

include artemisinin derivatives, widely known as artemisinin combination therapies (ACTS).



