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The study aimed to compare substance use of students in South Africa. Tanzania.
and Zimbabwe. Multistage sampling produced samples of 2946. 2491 and 183
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students aged 13-14 In Cape Town, Dar es Salaam (DAR) and Harare
respectively. Questionnaires were administered in classrooms. High prevalence
rates of tobacco, alcohol and solvent use and site differences were noted - among
males in the previous year, 23.5% in Cape Town had smoked cigarettes, J 5.2% in
DAR had inhaled solvents and 29.5% in Harare had drunk alcohol. Lifetime
prevalence rates for cannab ts were low. Except for solvents, rates were lowest. in
DAR. Gender differences were noted in Harare and DARfor certain substances.
The importance oftransnational research using comparable methodologies and
analytical designs Is emphasized.
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